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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan 

organization whose purpose is to promote political respon 

sibility. It does not support or oppose any political party 

or candidate but may take action on governmental 

measures in the public interest. It is supported by volun 

tary work and contributions. 

All women who are citizens of voting age are welcome 

to become a part of this national organization by joining 

the Dunellen League of Women Voters. 



FOREWORD 

This booklet grew out of the tragedy that occurred one spring 

day in 1951 when a local high school youth lost his life at the 

railroad crossing. 

The women of Dunellen, stirred by the accident which might 

have happened to one of their own, believing that women could 

organize and use their influence for public good, started the 

Dunellen League of Women Voters. Whether or not that influ 

ence had any effect, the grade crossing elimination project is now 

underway and within two years underpasses will be completed 

at all railroad crossings in the borough. 

Affiliated with both state and national leagues, one of the 

major projects of a new league is the compilation of a "Know 

Your Town Booklet." The Dunellen League has tried to make 

this more than the fulfillment of an assignment. It hopes to be 

able to communicate to the reader the warmth of feeling and real 

affection for the town which has developed during the course of 

probing into its past, present and future. 

The League hopes it has captured some of the spirit of 

Dunellen in this little book about your home town. 

Thk Editors 
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Your Town's Past 

The area which is now Dunellen played its part in colonial 
times. Several members of the twenty families residing in what 
was then a part of Piscataway Township served in the "Middlesex 
Militia." Edward Fitz Randolph, whose homestead was to be 
known later as the "Blue Hills Plantation," hacked a path with 
his broad sword for George Washington to a lookout point on top 

of the mountain, the present Washington Rock. 

Other names of residents of that area were Dunn, Bonham, 
Drake, Dunham, Smalley and Boice. Their descendants have 
helped to shape the destinies of the new community. 

Dunellen itself dates back to a land boom promoted by the 
Jersey Central Railroad whose first engine roused the peaceful 
countryside in 1839. The land boom developed 19 years later, in 
1868, when real estate agents lured prospective buyers with 
posters, leaflets and the promise of free lunches and band music 

on their tour of inspection. 

The Central New Jersey Land Improvement Company 

mapped out streets, parks, lots and land for churches and schools 
and Dunellen was born almost overnight. Many of the buyers 
were city people from New York as well as those from surround 
ing areas. The original railway station which had served the 
older settlement of New Market had been located in Pope's store 
at the Grove Street Crossing. This station was closed and a new 
one built in the center of town. 

The origin of the name "Dunellen" is still uncertain. Though 
many theories exist, the explanation which has been officially 
sanctioned is that John Taylor Johnston, president of the railroad 
and first head of the realty company, used the first name of a 
family friend with the prefix "Dun" attached for the sake of 

euphony. 

■ Local folklore, supported by some proof, has it that one 
unusual feature of the early community was the number of sea 
captains who chose Dunellen as their home. A number of finan 
ciers from New York were attracted to the new community and 
built homes as much like their city dwellings as possible in a rural 
setting. A relic of one of these homes is the gabled and decorated 
dwelling of Howard Byrd on South Avenue, West Dunellen. This 
building, recently restored, was the setting for a lavish style of 
living befitting its owner, a Wall Street tycoon. 

As Dunellen changed from its early resort character the 
population became more diversified. In answer to the need for 



labor Slovaks began coming in 1880 and continued to come in 

increasing numbers for thirty years. Polish settlers began to 
arrive in 1910. Other persons of foreign lineage swelled the num 

bers until today 15% of the population is of foreign extraction. 

Industries required specialists to operate its machines, build 

ing activity brought in the skilled trades, merchants established 

shops and professional people arrived to serve the needs of the 
townspeople. 

For many years Dunellen was predominantly a railroad town. 
With the Jersey Central lines using it as a terminal many em 

ployees found it convenient to live here. Even today it is the 

home of a good number of conductors, brakemen, engineers and 
other railroad workers. 

Now almost one hundred years old, Dunellen has lost many 

of its old landmarks. Still surviving are the Dunellen Hotel, the 

John P. Faber home, diagonally opposite and the home of David 

Williams, one of the early sea captains, the so-called Dallas apart 

ments, next to the Faber home, a remodelled version of an early 

boarding house and the building which is the Runyon Funeral 
Home. 

The seeker of the old will find many vestiges of the early 

days hidden behind the facades of today's stores. The old Taylor 
Hotel, once the scene of gaiety and community celebrations, is 

now a staid lodging house next to the tracks at the Grove Street 

crossing. 

According to the 1950 census, the population of Dunellen is 

6,390 although it might be accurately computed at 6,500 now. 

Less than 300 residents commute daily to jobs in New York City. 

Local industries and employment figures are given in another 
chapter. 

What Makes 

Dunellen Different? 

One thing which makes Dunellen different is its name which 

is borne by no other place in the United States. Another out 

standing feature is nearby Washington Rock which has always 

seemed to belong to Dunellen although it is in a different county. 

A stage coach used to make regular sightseeing trips from the 

railroad station to the mountain top where the Staatz brothers of 

Dunellen built a hotel, a flourishing attraction until it was de 

stroyed by fire. 

The "Rock" and its surrounding picnic area inspired the name 
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of the town's first newspaper, "The Rock." The local council of 

the Sons and Daughters of Liberty is called "Rockview" in recog 

nition of the historic spot. For years, until the superhighway 

at the base of the mountain lured people to more distant places, 

this high point from which George Washington directed his troops 

was used as the main picnic and excursion center of this area. 

Another distinguishing feature of the borough is its limited 

area of one square mile, a fact which has probably fostered a con 

servatism not felt in communities where there is more room for 

growth and change. The customs and cultures of the early 

families, many of whose descendants are still living here, can be 

observed in community life today. Public opinion, carried over 

from the early days, has successfully preserved the "village char 

acteristics" of Dunellen. Though metropolitan centers are creep 

ing close to its borders, Dunellen remains a community of homes. 

Officials permit conversion of dwellings only if the exterior re 

tains the aspect of a single unit. 

Foreign lineage residents of the borough now make up fifteen 

per cent of the population and represent Italy, Poland, Assyria, 

Czechoslovakia and others. There is one negro family. The addi 

tion of old world stock has added a richness to Dunellen culture 

and made it a typical American town in the truest sense. There 

is no extremely wealthy class or section and no extremely poor 

class or slum area. It is composed of typically middle-class people 

on the average. 

When Eleanor Roosevelt addressed a United Nations' Day 

celebration several years ago in the high school auditorium, she 

was impressed with the corps of girl ushers each dressed in a 

costume characteristic of the land of her family's origin. She 

mentioned this feature of the event in her daily column. 

Many figures of almost legendary fame have given Dunellen 

distinction. One of these was Bob Fitzsimmons, the noted pugilist, 

who was in the habit of shopping in the local stores accompanied 

by his pet lion until his personal affairs became so complicated 

that a sheriff's sale put an end to that phase of his career. 

Sir Thomas Lipton, who was to become a world famous 

yachtsman, played with toy sailboats on New Market pond as a 

boy of fifteen when he was employed on the farm of Miss Mary 

Newhall. 

Today, Dunellen seems to have arrived at a turning point in 

its life. With the railroad elevation an assured fact and Art Color 

Printing Company a permanent industry the change from a "vil 
lage" to a town of industry would seem apparent. Perhaps it has 

outgrown the rather fanciful appellation of "Emerald of the 

Plain" which the original realtors used to lure buyers to a country 

atmosphere. 



Your Town's Government 

Under the authority of Piscataway Township for the first two 

iSSSSsSS Mayor is elected for a two-year term and Sf the mayor 2d 
coundlmen may be reelected for as many terms astS^care to 
?£ ny f!iftered voter b qualified to run for these offices 

Th^ PM??t Wri?,ng °nly men candidates have been 
i?n 1952 P taX C°llectOr is a woman' elected to office 

The Council and Mayor form the governing body and their 
duties include care and construction of sidewflks, streets and 
parks jurisdiction over the police and fire departments prot 
tL til S6Wage 2nd drainaSe. administration of reS 

feeswhhy^tHnd^°UnCil alS° haVe the P°wer to imP°^ license fees, which with other sources of revenue, including a eeneral 
property tax, provide the money required to meetThe expenses 
of the municipality. The services of these men is given XS 

Old Borough Hall, Replaced in 1937 
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remuneration. There are other posts held by persons of specialized 

training for which salaries are paid. These offices are filled by 

appointees of the Mayor with the approval of the Council and 

include such appointees as the borough clerk, the borough attor-

ney and others. The Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council, 

also appoints the personnel of a number of boards. They have 

authority in specific fields of municipal government such as the 

planning board, board of health, library board and other boards 

or commissions. While the members of the boards serve without 

pay there may be a hired employee of the board. These persons 

include the librarian, a director of welfare, a recreation director 

and others. 

Regular meetings of the governing body are held twice a 

month in the Council Chamber of the Borough Hall at North and 

Prospect Avenues. These meetings are always open to the public 

and when matters of special community interest are being acted 

upon the public turns out in large numbers and makes its voice 

heard in the period given over to "communications from the 

public." 

An interesting feature of the Council Chamber is the row of 

framed photographs on the wall. These are pictures of former 

mayors, beginning with the first executive, Dr. Peter W. Brakeley. 

Replacing the first Borough Hall, built of wood at a cost of 

$1,500.00 in 1895, the present brick building houses the fire and 

police departments, a free public library, jail facilities, court 

room, mayor's office and the Council Chamber. A bronze plaque 

in the hall gives the year of construction, 1936-37, and lists the 

officials in office at that time. 

Courts 

The local administration of justice comes under the jurisdic 

tion of the municipal court of Dunellen. It is presided over by 

a magistrate appointed by the mayor with the approval of the 

council for a term of three years. The magistrate, unless he has 

had previous judicial experience, must be a lawyer. He hires his 

own clerk. 

The cases over which the municipal court has jurisdiction 

are: 

1. All violations of town ordinances such as health, building 

or zoning. 

2. Charges of disorderly conduct according to state law. 

3. Violations of fish and game laws. 

4. Assault and battery and theft under $200.00. 

5. Motor vehicle violations. (These and other minor fines 

may be paid without trial by the court.) 

6. Criminal offenses where the penalty does not exceed 

$1,000.00 or one year's imprisonment. 

7. Charges of major offenses. Such persons are given a pre 

liminary hearing and at the magistrate's decision may be 

11 



VOTERS OF THE BOROUGH OF DUNELLEN 

TAX 

ASSESSOR 

TAX 

COLLECTOR 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 

ATTORNEY 

SEWER 

COMMISSION 
STREET 

COMMISSION 

STREET 

LIGHTING 

OF F I C A L .S 0 I N T I V E 

SEWER 

ENGINEER 

MUNICIPAL 

MAGISTRATE 
BOROUGH 

ENGINEER 

BUILDING 

IN8P ECTOR 
S UPT. OF 

BUILDINGS 

PLUMBING 

1N8P ECTOR 
SUPT. OF 

STPEET8 

OIL BURNER 

INSPECTOR 

RADIO 

ENGINEER 
ASST. SUPT. OF 

STREETS 

P 0 I N T I V E BOARD 

ZONING 

BOARD 

PLANNING 

BOARD 
BOARD OF 

HEALTH 

WELFARE 

BOARD 

LIBRARY 

BOARD 
RECREATION 

COMMISSION 

DIRECTOR OF 

WELFARE 

HEALTH 

0 F FICER 

DIRECTOR OF 

RECREATION 
LIBRARIAN 

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 

BOROUGH OF DUNELLEN N.J 

R EGI8TRAR 

SALARIED 

FEE BASI8 



remanded to the county jail to await trial unless bail is 

produced. 

Cases before the local court rarely require a jury, although 
if the accused makes the request, a jury trial may be had in cer 

tain instances. 

Offenders may be held in the local jail for not more than 24 

hours before a hearing. If the cases are referred to a higher court 

the offender is lodged in a county jail subject to bail require 

ments. If an offender is sentenced to a 30 or 60 day jail sentence 

he is sent to the county workhouse. A police matron is available 

for women offenders. 
The court is in public session on Tuesday evenings in the 

Council Chamber at 7:30. 

Juvenile Delinquency 

This is not a serious problem in Dunellen, due in large part 

to the extensive and successful recreation program of the Dun 

ellen Recreation Commission. Another deterrent to delinquency 

is the Teen Canteen Project which was organized two years ago 

by a group of teen-agers with the active support of their parents 

and other interested adults. The aim of the group is to collect 

sufficient funds to start a community youth center. They now 

meet in a garage at 432 First Street and have office headquarters 

at 220 Sanford Avenue. More than 500 adult sponsors are helping 

with the project. 

Machinery does exist, however, to handle such cases of youth 

ful misbehavior as do occur. Formerly handled by a local com 

mittee appointed by the mayor, today's set-up consists of a three-

member board appointed by the senior judge of the county juve 

nile court. Called the Juvenile Conference Committee it is also 

composed of local residents. This group is prepared to supervise 

a program of adjustment for such juvenile offenders as may have 

been first brought into juvenile court and then referred back to 

the local committee. In the two years of its existence this com 

mittee has not had a single case referred to it. 

The former juvenile delinquency council, which the present 

group supersedes, attempted to work with incipient cases before 

they were brought into court. Working through the years with a 

Big Brother and Big Sister approach, it achieved good results. 

Its members represented a cross section of the community, being 

clergymen, teachers, businessmen, housewives, doctors, nurses 

and local officials. 

Many citizens feel that there is room for both of the councils 

to operate in the field of delinquency. It is understood that the 

older group has never been formally dismissed. Instances of 

wrong-doing by juveniles have been common knowledge and 

while not serious enough to warrant court appearances they are 

still serious enough to justify attention from an authorized group 

of interested adults such as the older local committee. 
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Recreation 

Newcomers to Dunellen are, as a rule, favorably impressed 
with the recreational facilities available in the one mile square 
area of the borough. A planned program, community wide, is pro 
vided by the Recreation Commission, and the numerous organ 
izations and several churches of the borough do not overlook the 
need for diversion while carrying out more serious objectives 
The Recreation Commission, an official body which had its start 
during the war years, has grown in scope and effectiveness until 
today the program in operation has attracted the attention of state 
authorities working in the field of community recreation Eight 
een or more appointed members headed by a director comprise 
the commission. ^ 

There are three playgrounds in operation throughout the sum 
mer months, with planned activities of other sorts throughout 
the rest of the year. The playfields are supervised and suitable 
equipment is installed. A miniature big league stadium, donated 
by the Art Color Printing Company, is used for "Little League" 
games during the baseball season. Tennis courts are also 
provided. 

Bowling, arts and crafts classes, Easter egg hunts and sports 
banquets are events on the calendar of recreation as provided by 
the commission. The director, paid on a part time basis, and the 
members of the commission, who serve without pay, meet monthly 
to plan programs that will appeal to children and keep the adult 
residents interested as well. 

The Adult School of Education, formerly sponsored by the 
Commission, offers leisure time activity to the townspeople Un 
derwritten by the Board of Education, classes in the high school 
one night a week from October to March appeal to a wide variety 
of tastes. There is a nominal fee for registration. On the school 
program are such subjects as painting, stenography, dog training 
furniture refinishing, ceramics and photography. The courses are 
open to people in the surrounding area although it is estimated 
that 80% of those who attend are from Dunellen. 

A new undertaking is the formation of a Dunellen Concert 
Orchestra made up of 60% adult and 40% high school per 
sonnel. Under the leadership of the high school director of 
instrumental music, it is intended to bring together those people 
who have musical ability and who desire to channel their efforts 
into a community enterprise. 

Another cultural organization is the Music Appreciation 
Group which meets monthly in the high school during the fall 
and winter season. This group is open to anyone who is inter 
ested. Organized and directed by the supervisor of music of the 
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